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	I have designed the following activity “Design a Baby” in order to incorporate science and mathematics into a classroom study of dystopian literature.  This activity focuses on picking genetic traits and characteristics.
	This activity is most successful with dystopian works involving genetic manipulation or DNA cloning.  Matched by Ally Condie and House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer are wonderful examples of such works. 
	During this activity, students will keep track of a budget, using 5000 tibils (a fictional currency for the purpose of this exercise).  One can easily change this to dollars, euros, or any other desirable monetary form.  Students will also explore genetic traits and see how certain traits can influence others. 
	After individually “designing” babies, students can meet in small groups, or as an entire class to discuss the ethical concerns surrounding the choosing of another human’s physical and mental traits.  Discussion can also focus on which traits are desirable and which are not.  Why  are certain characteristics more desirable than others?  What would happen if the parents chose to remove their child’s aging gene, but the child was born with a birth defect or incurable illness?  What would the world be like if several people chose to use celebrity DNA?  How might that effect crime rates if large numbers of people had the same DNA?  What would happen if half of the people at your school looked like Taylor Swift or Justin Beiber?  Is it a good thing that we all look unique and have unique DNA?
	Discussion questions can be widely varied and relate to multiple topics.  Through this activity, students will relate their dystopian novel to current and historical issues, such as the cloning of Dolly the sheep.  Students will for opinions about certain ethical issues that challenge our world or might pose a challenge in the future.



